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EXTRACTS 
F R OM AN 
E S S A 


ON 


Chriſtian E DU CAT ILO N. 
Cannot think of any thing, the 


& I. 1 
Conſequences whereof are more likely 


to have an auſpicious and happy Influence on 
all that is dear and valuable to Mankind, 
than ſerious and hearty Endeavours to educate 


Youth according to the Maxims of Chriftian- 


ity. And certainly the more anwerſal theſe 
Endeavours are, eſpecially when they are the 
Reſult of pious Inclinations, and accompa- 
nied with an humble Dependance on the 
Conduct and Aſſiſtance of Heaven, the greater 
will the Benefit be that we may juſtly hope 
will redound thereby to the Chriſtian World, 
and particularly that a Stop may be put, in 
ſome meaſure, to the Current of that Deluge 
of Atheiſm and Irreligion of Immorality and 
Vice, that is like to carry all before it, and 
which we may, without Scruple, determine 
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4 '  Extratts from an ESSAY 


is owing to that ſupine Negligence and wretch- 
ed Indifferency, with which this great Concern 
is almoſt every where managed. Tis true, 
there are other Things that bave contributed 
to the Degeneracy of Chriſtendom ; yet I may 
fafely venture to ſay, that the Want of con- 
ſcientious Care in the Education of Youth, has 
been in a ſpecial manner the Source of it, 
and laid the Foundation for thoſe other- Miſ- 
chiefs which have diſgraced our holy Reli- 
gion ; and if we ſhould take our Meaſures of 
it from the Lives of its Profeſſors, we muſt 
confeſs it hath ſet Chriſtianity on the fame 
Level with Paganiſm and Turciſm. And 
therefore, if I was Maſter of the moſt per- 
fſuafrve and moving Eloquence, had I the 
Tongue of an Angel, and could deliver my 
ſelf in ſuch winning Strains, as would infal- 
libly gain the Conſent of thoſe whom I would 
addreſs, I would chuſe to employ my Faculty 
in nothing more willingly, than in preſſing 
and exhorting all intruſted with the In- 
ſpection of Youth, to labour with all the 
Care imaginable, and the moſt unwearied 
Diligence, to train them up betimes in the 
ſolid Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtian 
Piety. 


C. II. But though I have no ſuch Faculty 
of Diſcourſe, whereby I:might hope to ac- 
compliſh my Defign ; yet I have ſome few 
Things to offer, which, in my Opinion, 

ought 
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ought to go much farther with all reaſonable 
and thinking Perſons, than the Force of the 
moſt florid Eloquence; and with which I 
am perſuaded all good Souls will immediately 
cloſe. | * 


F. III. And that the Veigbt and Moment 
of what I am to ſay may appear with the 
greater Evidence, I earneſtly intreat you to 
conſider, with ſome ſeriouſneſs, what thoſe 
Intereſts are that you incline to look on ag 
moſt valuable and precious, that touch you 
moſt ſen/ibly, that lie neareſt your Hearts, 
and whereof, before all others, you would 
wiſh the Proſperity and Advancement; and 1 
undertake to evince, that nothing has a more 
auſpicious Aſpect on them, or can tend more 
effectually to promote and proſper them, 
than the pious Education of Youth. 


F. IV. Is it the Church and its Concerns ? 
It cannot indeed be deny'd but theſe ought 
to be very dear unto us; they are the Concerns 
of our bleſſed Redeemer ; and therefore we are 
obliged to prefer them above our chief Foy. 
But when I ſpeak of the Church, I would not 
be underſtood to mean a particular Sect or 
Party of Men, who would confine, that a- 
cred Deſignation only to thoſe of their own 
Way; I mean the Chriſtian Church in general, 
and all others, as they are Parts of that great 
Body, This is the Feruſalem whereof we, 

who 
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who are her Children, (a) ſhould always pre- 
ſerve a dutiful and ſmpathifing Remembrance, 
eſpecially now in her languiſbing and clouded 
State; when ſhe who once was, and (till 
ought to be, the Beauty of all Lands, and the 
Glory of the whole Earth, is ſtript of her 
Ornaments, fallen from her Excellency, and 
become a Proverb and a By-word to the Hea- 
thens and Infidels that are round about her. 

It is, alas! too viſible, that the preſent State 
of the Church affords but a very melancholy 
Proſpect, and furniſhes a ut Occaſion to 
renew the mournful Strains of Feremiah : 
Of all her pleaſant Things (b) that fhe had in 
the Days of old, the Heroick Piety, the ſerious 
Devotion, the amiable Graces, and beautiful 
Unity, that were ſo conſpicuous i in her in the 

firſt Times of the Goſpel, nothing ſcarcely. 
now remains, but an afiifing Remembrance: 
The Gold 15 Jecoare dim, (c) and the moſt fine 
Gold changed ; the vital and ſolid, and undiſ- 
guiſed Religion, the Wiſdom from above, that 
is pure and peaceable; and in the Eſteem of 
Solomon, (d) more precious than Rubies, which 
ſhone with ſo much Brightneſs in the primi- 
tive Saints, hath loſt its Luſtre, and is dege- 
nerate into ſhadowy Appearances and falſe 
Imitations of Piety. The Stones of the Sanc- 


fuary ; they who by being initiated into the 
Chriſtian 


— 


PI cxxxvii. 5, 6, (b) Lam. i. 7. (c) Lam. iv. 1. 
(d) Prov. viii. 2. 
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Chriſtian Religion, have been conſecrated ta 
be the Materials of this ſacred Edifice, are 
poured out in the Top of every Street ; are by 
a diſmal Multiplicity of Sciſms and Diviſions, 
ſcatter'd and ſeparated from one another; fo 
that the Spirit of Love, and its lovely Attend- 
ants, Unity and Concord, once the Badge and 
Character of the Diſciples of the holy Feſus, 
are ſcarce any where diſcernable among 
Chriſtians, And where this divine Fire, 1 
mean the Love of God and Man, which is 
the very Life and Soul, as well as the Sum 
and Sub/tance of vital Piety, waxes cold, and 
is extinguiſhed in the Hearts of Men, it is 
not poſſible but all Sorts of abominable Diſ- 
orders muſt of Neceſſity be the Conſequence 


the ſpiritual Deſolations of Sion, and will 
hang their Harps upon the Willows. But then 
It is to be obſerv'd, that thoſe good Souls, 
when well inform'd, are not ſo much con- 
cern'd for the outward Form and Dreſs into = 
which the Church is moulded, as for its 1 
internal Beauty and Soundneſs, which conſiſts 9 
in this, That te Divine Life exert its Power 
and Efficacy in the Hearts and Lives of 

* 85 Cbriſtians; 


of it. | 

& V. I am perſwaded, that as this is. a 1% 
true Repreſentation of the Church in her 21 
preſent State, ſo it cannot be but very ict. A | 
ing and wneaſy to all ſerious Hearts, Theſe 434 
to be ſure muſt weep when they remember 1 
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3 Extracts from an ESSAY 
Chriſtians ; that the Evangelical Graces and 


Virtues, a living Faith, a fervent Love, an 
anverſal Self-denial, a generous Contempt of 
the World, the Imitation of the Redeemer, 
and all thoſe other Ornaments, thoſe Fruits 
of the Spirit, which in the Sight of God are 
of great Price, be in their Vigour, and duly 
exerciſed. K 8 


& VI. Now I am hopeful, that I ſhall 
prove evzdently, and to the Conviction of all 
that are candid and ſerious, that nothing can 
have a more happy Tendency to promote theſe 
excellent and noble Ends, than the Pious Edu- 
cation of Youth. This is the great Mean 
that muſt vigorouſly be put in Execution, to 
. the End that the Church may recover her 
Þ Beauty, by the Revival of Primitive Chriſti- 
na nity in her Members. And that the Truth 
of this may appear, let it be conſidered, that 
the Church is then in a proſperous State, 
when, on the one Hand, her Paſtors are 
generally pious and devout, burning with a 
mighty Zeal for God, and a fincere Love to 
the Souls of Men; when they poſſeſs the 
real and folid Knowledge of divine Things, 
and are pradtically acquainted with thoſe Rules 
4 and Motives of holy Living, which they re- 
4 commend to others; when they are ndefati- 
4 gable in their Endeavours, to make their 
People Diſciples, not to this, or that, or the 
other great Name, but to Jeſus Chriſt; to 
gain 
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gain them, not to the Principles and Opinions 


of a Party, but to the great, and neceſſary, and 
indiſpenſable Things of our holy Religion; and 
in fine, when their exemplary, unblamable, and 
heavenly Lives, ſpeak and preach, exhort and 


convince the World, that they are in Earneſt; 


that they really believe what they teach 
concerning God, Jeſus Chriſt, and another 
World; that they ind no Burden on others, 
but what themſelves are willing to bear; and 
that it was not the Advantage of a Living, but 
that they might advance the Good of Souls, 
that induced them to undertake the Paſtoral 
Charge: And on the other, when the People 
are docile and tractable, of ſerious Diſpoſitions, 
chuſing rather to be under the /n#uence of thoſe 
who have Experience of divine Things, than 
under their own unſanctiſied Wills; willing 
to be reproved when they do amiſs, and ready 
to amend without Delay ; have an humble 
Senſe of the Darireſs of their Underſtandings, 
and are well pleaſed to be ſet free from their 
Miſtakes ; deſirous to improve ſtill more and 
more in Goodneſs and Virtue, to grow in Grace 
and Knowledge, in Purity and Devotion, 
not contenting themſelves with what they 
have already a7tarned, but generouſly aſpiring 
after Chriſtian Perfection. I ſay, when 
Paſtors and People ſhall have theſe, and other 
the like noble and excellent Qualities, then 
will the Place of the Sanctuary be beautiful, 
and Feruſalem a Praiſe to the whole Earth ; 

B then 
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10 Extras from an ESSAY 


then thoſe good Souls, that mourn'd in Sion, 
that piouſly bewail'd the Deſolations of the 
Church, will have good Reaſon to put off 
their Sackcloth, and gird themſelves with 
| h Gladneſs ; for they ſhall ſee Peace within her 
1! Walls, and Proſperity within her Palaces : 
| Her Wilderneſs ſhall become as Eden, and her 
Deſart like the Garden of the Lord. 


3 


„ 


F. VII. But then if ever we have the 
Happineſs to behold a zoyful Turn of Affairs, 
and to ſee the Church in any Meaſure recover 
her primitive Beauty and Purity, it will 
| without doubt be in a ſpecial Manner owing 
4 to Diligence and Fidelity, in promoting the 
1 pious Education of Youth. No other Thing 
that we can imagine is more likely to have ſo 
4 bleſſed an Iſſue, as vigorous and unwearied 
Endeavours to acquaint the Youth, as ſoon as 
may be, with God and Themſelves; to let 
them underſtand the immenſe Love and 
Good-Will he has towards them; to excite 
their Deſires, and to direct them towards the 
true Objects; and thereby to engage them to 
place their Affections on God and divine 
Things; and ſo to nouriſh them in the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of Chriſtian Piety, that 
they may grow up with them as they advance 
in Years. It is plain, that by theſe Means 
Religion and its ſacred Exerciſes will become 
habitual to them; the very Element, (if 1 
may ſo ſpeak) in which they will breath and. 
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move; and which will be ſo inter woven, as it 
were, with their Souls, that it will not be 
eaſy for them ever afterwards to ſhake off 
that faveet and pleaſant Yoke, to which they 


have been ſo long inured. Now it will be 


no hard Matter to determine how happy the 
Reſult of theſe pious Endeavours will be, 
with Reſpect to the Church: For every Body 
will be ſenſible, that when a Yourh, who, as 
foon as his Capacity did begin to appear, 
began alſo to be inſtructed in the Principles, 
and train'd up in the ſerious Practice of Reli- 
gion; who hath been taught the Excellenc) 
and Worth of. the Soul, and the Methods by 
which it muſt be carried on to that bleſſed 
End, for which it was dg d; who poſſeſſes, 
not meerly a notional Knowledge, but the 
Reality and Subſtance of divine Things; and 
who in his own Experience has felt the Power 
and Efficacy of divine Truths, ſeen the 
Beauty of the Ways of Wiſdom, and taſted 
the Pleaſures of walking in them: I fay, 
every Body muſt be ſenſible, that when ſuch 


a Youth comes afterwards to be advanced to 


the Paſtoral Charge, he will be an eminent 
and noble Inſtrument for promoting the Good 
of Souls. His Converſation will be ſhining 
and fragrant; becauſe a living and an wunaffect- 
ed Piety is the Principle of all his Actions: 
His Diſcourſes, whether publick or private, 
will be ſavoury, and attended with Force; 
for he Speaks what _— feels, His Diligence 
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indefatigable, having a deep Senſe both of the 
Preciouſneſs of the Souls of Men, and how 
difficult it is to reſcue them out of the Entan- 
glements of Sin and Vice. His Prayers fer- 
dent and frequent, as well knowing, that 
though he Plant and Water, yet 'tis God that 
gives the Encreaſe. - But on the other Hand, 
when ſuch Perſons undertake the ſacred Func- 
tion, whoſe Minds have never been formed 
according to the Maxims of Chriſtian Piety ; ; 
who. have not been under any regular Diſci- 
pline, but all along permitted to follow the 
Su ing of their natural Inclinations, to pleaſe 
and pratiiy all the Appetites of Fleſh and 
Blood, and Corruption, without Controll; 
who have no Experience of divine Things, 
nor any other Knowledge of the Truths of 
Religion, but what is ſpeculative and ſuper- 
ficial,-ary and jejune; and are ſo void of Skill 
in the Conduct of Souls, that they ſcarce know 
any Thing, of their Duty in that Regard, 
unleſs it be to patch up a Diſcourſe, which by 
its fudied Periods and high-flown Sallies, ex- 
ceeding the Capacity of the Vulgar, may 
tickle the Ears of ſome nice Hearers, but not 
reuch the Hearts of any. It is eaſy to ſee 
how fatal the Conſequences of ſuch Advance- 
ments may be to the Church and the Souls of 
Men ; for it is plain, that they of this Tem- 
per are more likely to propagate Irreligion 
and Vice, than to advance the Intereſts of 
Picty. and a holy Life, The Spirit and 
. Maxi ms 
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Maxims of the World, according to which 
they have been educated, will now begin to 
appear, and betray them into ſuch ſhameful 
Immoralities, as will expoſe their Charucter 
to Contempt and Scorn, fl all their Ex- 


hottations, render every Thing they ſay, in 


favour of Religion, not only inefßectual, but 
even ridicubus; make the eſs Thinking take 
up with falſe Notions of Piety; concluding, 
that ſince the Paſtor, does nothing but fall 
and diſcourſe of Religion, it will be enough 
for them to hear "mh he ſays ; and in fine, 
they, will give Ground to atbeiſtiral and 


propbane Wits, to cry out of Prieſt. crait, of 


Cheat and Im poſture: And indeed, if the 


Tu of that Allein and Libertiniſm; which 


at preſent abound in the Cbriſtian World, 
were ſerioufly inquired into, I make no doubt 
but the ſad Miſcarriages of the Mini/ters off 
Religion would be found to be a ah + 

One, bob! | 

„ VIII. But yet farther ; if we Galt 
ſuppoſe that they who have been prov/ly Edu- 
cated, and to whom the Chriſtian Life ia 
become habitual, do ſtill continue in the 
rank of Laicks, the Advantages will be na 
leſs conſpicuous ; ; for their exemplary. Piety, 
and ſerious Devotion; their Willingneſs to 
learn their Duty, and Readineſs to do it; 

their prudent Zeal for God and Religion; 
their charitable Inſtructions, and diſcreet” Ad- 
monitions, 
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monitions, and other heavenly Graces and re- 
ligious Practices, will render them illuſtrious 
Ornaments to the Church, a great Bleſſing to 
the Neighbourhood in which they live, and 
fingular Comforts and Encouragements to the 
Paſter, under whoſe Care Providence hath 
put them: Whereas others, who have been 
irreligious and profane from their Vouth, and 
who have been brought up in a - wretched 
 Difregard of God and their own Souls, muſt 
prove the reverſe of this, unleſs they are re- 
claimed. And indeed, though it be not im- 
poſſible but they may be ſo, while they are in 
this State of Trial; yet it is not ſo ordinary 
for thoſe, who, notwithſtanding the Advan- 
tages of the Means of Grace and Salvation, 
which they have long enjoy'd, are confirm'd 
in Wickedneſs, to become Votaries of a holy 
Life. 


$. IX. Before I leave this Head, it will 
not be improper to take notice, that it is the 
Misfortune of ſome to be educated under the 
Conduct of thoſe that are Diſciples to a Party. 
Now it is certain, that ſuch Perſons are wont 
to look on the Opinions and Practices which 
are peculiar to their Way, as the great Things 
of Religion; or at leaſt, as neceſſary and in- 
diſbenſable Things: For otherwiſe, that is, if 
they confider'd them as not eſſential to Reli- 
gion, or as Things, without which Cbriſtian 
Ptety may Jubpf, and eternal Life may be 
attained, 
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attained, it were unreaſonable to keep ſuch a 
clutter about them. And becauſe they lay ſo 
great a Streſs on them, it comes to paſs, and 
it is an Obſervation, which the Experience 
of all that are candid and impartial will 


juſtify, that this ſort of People will be more 


zealous in aſſerting the Opinions, and more 
preciſe and punctual in obſerving the Practices 
that diſtinguiſb their Z&rty, than in maintain- 
ing the &nown and Fundamental Truths, and 
in obeying the great and unqueſtionable Duties 
of the Chriſtian Religion. This being unde- 
niably the Caſe, we need not doubt but theſe 
zealous Votaries will take Care, that the Dac- 
trines and Principles of their own Way, be 
with Diligence inſtill'd into the Youth that 
ſhall happen to fall under their Inſpection, 
will teach them to put the ſame Value on 
theſe Things that they do themſelves, and 
beget in them an early Diſliłke and Aver/ion 
at thoſe that differ from them, as being 
either no Chriſtians at all, or but very bad 
ones. And theſe Documents will make the 
deeper Impreſſion upon them, ſtick the more 
cloſely, and even be received of them as ora- 
cular and infallible Maxims, becauſe they are 
deliyer'd to them with an Air of Serzouſneſs, 
and in a peremptory and deciſive Tone. Now 
It is evident, that when the Youth, leaven'd 
with theſe Infuſions, and highly concerted of 
the Dectrines which their Teachers have, with 
a peculiar Eagerneſs, inculcated on them, 
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come to appear in the World, either in the 
Quality of Preachers or Hearers, the main 
Thing that they will ſpend their Zea/ on, will 
be to advance, not ſo much the great aud 
neceſſary Fruths and Practices of Religion, as 
the Scheme and Principles of their own Way; 
to engage People not ſo much to be fincere 
and bumble Chriſtians, as to become Projelytes 
to the Sect which the. dave been taught to 
conſider as the ſpecial Fhaourites of Heaven; 
| whence it will come to paſs, that a HHirit 
of Schiſm and Divrfion, of Difiike and En- 
mity, of Fars and Diſcord, will be propagated 
among Chr:/tians, from Generation to Gene- 
ration: For it is very obſervable, that not 
only the Doctrines and Opinions, but alſo the 
Spirit, the Temper and Diſpoſitions, the poli- 
tick Maxims and Contrivances of a Party, are 
derived down, and deſtend from the Parents 
to the Children, from the Teacher to the 
Diſciple, and animate and influence all that 
blindly and injudicioufly eſpouſe it; and how 
miſchievous this hath been to the Chriſtian 
Church, needs not be told; the diſmal and 
melancholy Effects that it hath produced, are, 
alas! but too v/ble and common to eſcape 
the Obſervation of any : All good Souls, to 
be ſure, are deeply ſenſible of them, and bewail 
them, and heartily %, that the Youth were 
ſo happy, as to be under the Care and In- 
ſpection of thoſe, who being themſelves ww ./ 
acquainted with the Genius, and Spirit, and 

Pry Dejigns 
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Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion, would give 
juſt Notions of it to all they have the Charge 
of; and teach them, that the Kingdom of God 
is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; that in 
Teſus Chriſt, neither Circumciſion, nor Uncir= 
cumcifion availeth any Thing, but a new Crea- 
ture; à divinely reformed Heart and Life; a 
Faith that is animated by Love, that purifies 
our inner Man, derives a divine Life and 
Force into our Souls, renders us ncbly victori- 
aus over our ghoſtly Enemies, powerfully 
engages us in the Imitation of our Redeemet, 
and makes us generouſly to aſpire after Con- 
formity to him in his Croſs, and Sufferrmes, 
and amiable Graces : In ſhort, that Chriſtian- 
ity conſiſts not in Speculations and Opinions, 
in outward Obſervances and Formalities, but 
in Life and Power, in heavenly Diſpoſitions and 
devout Affections, in a divine Rectitude and 
Purity of Soul, which is ever attended with 
a peaceful Serenity, and bleſſed with the Pre- 
ſence of that good Spirit, who delights to 
dwell in hallowed Minds, and fills them with 
Joys unſpeakable and full of Glory; and that 
all other Things are no otherwiſe valuable, 
than as either they z/ue from, or have ſome 
happy Influence upon theſe more excellent, as 
well as more nece//ary and indiſpenſable Things. 
O how unſpeakable would be the Benefit of 
Education thus managed ! What innumerable 
Advantages would thereby redound to the 

C Church 
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Church and the Souls of Men ! A Spirit of 
univerſal Charity and good Will, of Sweetneſs 
and Benignity, of Condeſcention and Forbear- 
ance, of Peace and Unity, would quickly 
revive and ſpread it ſelf ; Sectarian Bigottry 
gradually vaniſh ; the great Things of Reli- 
gion would be prix 'd and valud; ſolid 
and ſubſtantial Piety cuitivated; thoſe little 
Oipinions and Practices, that have been look'd 
on as important Things, and concerning 
which ſo much Duſt hath been raiſed, would 
ſoon loſe their Value and Reputation, and the 
Spirit of Controverſy happily expire and die. 
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§. X. From all that hath been ſaid, it 
evidently appears, that it is to a well or 111 
managed Education, that the Church in a 
great Meaſure owes her Succeſſes or Diſap- 
pointments, either in her Paſtors or People; 
and therefore we may juſtly expect, that all 
thoſe pious Souls, who lament her preſent 
Diſorders and Corruptions, and wiſh the Re- 
covery of her primitive happy Eſtate, will 
do all they can to advance a Concern, which 
tends ſo directly to bring about that moſt de- 
firable Revolution. 
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§. XI. Another Thing, which without 
doubt you wiſh the Proſperity and Welfare 
of, is the State or Common-Wealth, And in- 
deed it is no Wonder you ſhould do ſo; for 
it is on the good or bad Poſture of Affairs in 
it 


Ln Os RCIA 


on Chriſtian Education. 19 


it that the temporal Happineſs or Miſery of 


Mankind depends. There are a great many 
diſmal Evils and Calamities that ſometimes a- 
boknd in the State; which, if they were traced 
up to their Original, would be found to ſpring 
from want of due Care and proper Methods, in 
the Education of Youth. You will ever and 
anon hear ſome crying out of Injuſtice; others 
groaning under Oppręſion; a third Sort be- 
moaning the Laꝗſſes they have ſuſtained by 
Thefts and Roberies; you will be informed 
of Murders and Perjuries, of Rebellions and 
Inſurrections; you will obſerve that Tricks, 
and Cunning, and Covetouſneſs ; that Deceit 
and Fraud are found in all Sorts of Trades, 
Employments and Occupations : And to what 
can theſe and the like Diſorders, which ſhake 
and diſturb the Peace and Quiet, and ander- 
mine the Pleaſure and Advantages of civil So- 
ciety, be more probably imputed than to this, 
that People have not been betimes inſtructed 
in the Principles of Religion, have not had 
their Minds formed according to the Precepts 
of Jeſus Chriſt, have not been taught the 
Duties they owe their Neighbour in every 
Capacityand Station, nor trained up in the Prac- 
tice of them from their younger Nears; have 


not been acquainted with the Importance and 


Neceſſity of performing the relative Obliga- 
tions of Religion, nor with the Motives that 
enforce them; nor, in fine, have been direct. 


ed to deſite earneſtly that Grace which only 
2 Can 
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can enable us to fulfill them? And what Won 
der is it, if they who never have learned any 
thing, but the Maxims of the World; who 
have always been under the Di&ates of Fleſh 
and Blood, and natural Corruption ; who 
have never feen any thing in their Parents 
and Overſeers, but Immorality and Vice, a 
Contempt of God and divine Things, a ffupid 
Unconcernedneſi for their Souls; and who per- 
haps have been taught to ridicule all that is 
Grave and Serious, Fuſt and Sober, as mean 
and ſneaking Qualities? What Wonder is it, 
I fay, if ſuch Perſons prove very diſhoneſt and 
unjuſt, in any Trade, Occupation or Employ- 
ment, they may happen to have the Manage- 
ment of? If they bogg/e not at the moſt cri- 
minal and miſchievous Actions, when their 
Tuts can be thereby gratified, and they 
may commit them with Inpunity; and if 
when they fall into any Station, they manage 
it not for the Benefit of the Publick, but to 
ſerve the Ends of their Ambition and Cove- 
touſneſs, their Pride and Revenge; theſe are 
the Peſts of the State, the Plagues of Society, 
and Troudlers of the Peace of Mankind. 
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XII. But then on the other Hand, 4 
virtuous and well ordered Education, hath an 
happy Influence on the State in all its Parts and 
Concerns. Tis this that ſets pious and religious 
Princes on the Throne, that fills our Benches 
with iu and impartial Fudges, that puts _ 
0 
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of Candour and Integrity in every Station and 
Employment, bleſſes every Relation with Per- 
ſons well acquainted with the Duties of it, and 
inclined to perform them. And in one Word, 
'tis this that on the one Hand makes Magi- 
rates to be Men of publick Spirit, acted not 
by mean and ſelfiſh, but generous and noble 
Principles; that readily concei ve and vigorouſ- 
ly execute great and extenſive De/igns and Pro- 
ets for the common Good. That are zealous 
for God and his Honour, encourage Religion, 
aſſert its Intereſts, howour and regard its Vota- 
ries ; that puniſh and chaſtiſe Vice and Immo- 
ralities, and will give no Gountenance to the A. 
bettors of Irreligion and Debauchery, but ter- 
rify and diſcourage all Sorts of Evil. Daers; 
that will enact equitable and wholeſome Laws, 
and take Care that they be zmpartially put in 
Execution; that reform Abuſes and Corrupti- 
ons, reſcue the Oppreſſed, and do ſpeedy Fuſtice 
to the Poor and Needy: And on the other 
Hand, tis this that renders the People manag- 
able and ſubmiſſive, peaceable and obedient, not 
apt to murmer at every little Inconventency, but 
willing to put the moſt favourable Conſtructi- 
on upon the Actions of their Superiors, and 
ready to aſſiſt and concur with them in what- 
ever may tend to the Benefit of the Publicł. 


§. XIII. Theſe are ſome of the lee Ad- 
vantages that reſult from a prous Education, 
with reſpect to the Common-Wealth. They who 
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have been bred up from their Infancy in the 
Fear and Love of God, and ſo are become 
babitually good and virtuous, will adorn every 
Station and Profeſſion, recommend every 
Trade and Occupation, and even render them 
publick Bleſſings, and great Benefits. Theſe 
are the aſcfulleſt and moſt profitable Members 
of the State, its ſtrongeſt Supports, as well as 
greateſt Ornaments, and who either by their 
Piety prevent God's Judgments, or by their 
Randing in the Gap avert them when they are 
deſerved and impendant; the bleſſed God being 
wont, for their Sake, to ſpare an otherwiſe ve- 
ry ſinful Nation; and certainly the more nu- 
merous theſe excellent Perſons are, the more 
proſperous and flouriſhing is the State, Where- 
fore it is the Intereſt, as well as Duty, of all, 
to endeavour, by all poſſible Means, to ad- 
vance a Concern thet is attended with Conſe- 
quences ſo happy and advantageous to all. 


But to proceed. 


§. XIV. Is it the Welfare and Happineſs 
of your Children that you deſire? Yes to be 
ſure. This without Controverſy is one of 
thoſe Concerns that you moſt dear iy prize and 
value; this employs your Thoughts and Cares, 
and has a very powerful Sway on your Af- 
fections. Neither indeed ought we to wonder 
that it ſhould very feelingly touch you, and 
lie near your Hearts, ſince the very Inſtincts 
of Nature, and thoſe the moſt vigorous and 
| pow - 
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ſolicitous about it, and to endeavour ity 
Advancement at any rate ; and certainly to be 
regardleſs of it, is Evidence enough of one's 
being diveſted of all Humanity, and having 
ſunk below the Brutes, in whoſe Carriage to- 
wards their young Ones a very paſſionate and 
ſurprizing Tenderneſs is diſcernable. But what 
Happineſs is it you defire for them ? This 
you ought to examine with Care and Seriouſ- 
neſs, leſt you m/take their true Intereſts, and 
imagine that they are 7ruly happy, when in- 
deed they are certainly miſerable, Is it that 
they may abound in the Enjoyments of this 
World; in Rzches and Pleaſures ; be advanced 
to Honours and Dignities, have Pomp and 
Grandeur, vaſt Inheritances and Poſſeſſions, 
and whatever elſe can flatter their Senſes? 
Alas! theſe are poor and contemptible Things! 
They are of a fading mos entany and limited 
Nature, and can but produce a /badowy, ſcanty, 
and very imiper fect Happineſs, and ſuch as reaches 
only to the outward Man, and gratiſies the Appe- 
tites of Fleſhand Blood; whereas the divine and 
more noble Part may be poor and miſerable, and 
deſtitute, even in the greateſt Auence, of all 
Sorts and Varietiesof Eartbiy Pleaſures and En- 
joyments: For theſe Objects are not only un- 
ſuitable, but diſproportion'd to its vaſt Capaci- 
ties, to which only an infinite Good can give 
full Quiet and Satisfaction. But though it is 


to be fear'd that there are too many, whoſe 
Defires 


powerful of all others, puſh you on to be 
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Defires in Favour of their Oypring riſe no 
higher than theſe periſhing and deſpicable 
Things; and who, not being con/crous of any 
Soul within themſelves, but what only ſerves 
the Pupoſes of a meer aniniul Life, conclude 
that their Children are happy enough, if they 
poſſeſs in Abundance what may anſwer the 
Cravings of the Luft of the Eye, the Luſt of 
the Fleſb, and the Pride of Liſe; yet we hope 
there are ſome that are ated by nobler Prin- 
ciples, and who, being ſenſible of the Vanity 
and Inſufficiency of all created Things to con- 
ſtitute a o, Happineſs, and knowing that 
they were defigned for infinitely more excellent 
Enjoyments, not only aſpire after them them- 
ſelves, but alſo are excited vehemently to deſire, 
that their Children may, together with them, be 
made Partakers of thoſe great and only va- 
luable Things: that is, to have the beatijich 
Viſion and Fruition of God; to be admitted 
into his Preſence, there to continue for ever, 
and to be entertain'd with the Fulneſs of his 
Joys; to be glorified with the Redeemer, and 
to fit with him on his Throne; to be made /ike 
unto the Angels, and to partake in their b/:/5- 
ful Employ ments; in one Word, to inherit 
the never-ending Glorzes of Eternity; and, in 
order to be qualiſied for theſe bleſſed Enjoy- 
ments, to be born of God; to be transformed 
by the Renewing of the Spirit of their Mind; 
to put off the Old Man with his Deeds, and 
put on the New; to have Corruption and 


Sin, 


Sin, and all Sorts of Defilements, rooted out of 
the Soul, and Purity and Righteouſneſs intro» 
duced into it, ſo as that the Love of God, and 
the other Chriſtian Graces that adorn and 


beautify the inward Man, may ſpring up and. 


appear .in their Vigour, This is true Happi⸗ 
neſs, and the infallible Way to it; and to dere 
and endeavour that your Children may be 10 
happy, is indeed to wh well to them, and to 
deſire their Proſperity. And the Truth is, 
whatever other Proofs of your Affections you 
pretend to give them, if this great and only 
important One be wanting, they are but very 
little to be valued; for to take Cate of their 
Bodies, and to be repardleſs of their Souls; ta 
pamper their Fleſb, and to ſtarve their * 
Part; to be diligent in providing them with 
earthly Inberitances, and to uſe no Endeavours 
to ſecure them the heavenly and incorruptible 
One; to procure that they be /irudea, and 
exerciſed, in the Languages, Learning ang 
Sciences of the World, and never ſeriouſly 
acquaint them with the Maxims of the Copel 
nor exerciſe them in the Practice of Chriſtian 
Piety, is cruelly to ande them, and to involve 
them in eternal Miſeries. 


§. XV. Now what more ectual Methods 
can be taken to entitle them to the Happineſs 
juſt now mentioned, and to prevent their final 
and utter Ruin and Deſtruction, than to be- 
gin, as ſoon as is poſſible, to inſtil good In- 
D | ſtruttions 
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Aructions into their tender Hearts; to awaken 
their Defires, and turn them toward God, 
their adorable Original, and the infinitely ami- 
able Source of Light and Love; to engage them 
in the Imitation of their Redeemer, and in the 
Love of his Croſs, and Suferings, and Self 
Denial; that is, in ſhort, to educate them 
piouſly. For ſo, with the Bleſſing of God, 
they will become early Votaries to Religion, 

the peculiar Favourites of Heaven, and young 
Candidates for eternal Life ; and fo gradually 
advancing unto the Meaſare of the Stature of 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt, they will at laſt be ca- 
pable of Admiſſion into the Bliſs and Glory of 
the other World. O what a Pity is it, that 
Parents ſhould be ſo wretchedly careleſs and 
remiſs in managing this great Affair! Alas, 
how can they pretend Love to their Children, 
and yet be ae of this eminent Inſtance of 
it, which would be ſo infinitely Seneſicial to 
them; and without which all the other Kind- 
neſſes they can ſhew them are very inconſider- 
able, and indeed no more than what the 
Brutes do for their young Ones? 


$. XVI. But farther ; perhaps it is the Sal- 
vation of your own Souls that you ate ſo/icitous 
for: IT wiſh with all my Heart, that this So- 
licitude did more univerſally prevail ; for then 
Jam confident, that the Care of a pious Edu- 
cation would be more univerſal than it 1s. 


They that /er:ouſly mind the Concerns of their 
own 


9 


own Souls, will not fail to /ook after the Souls 
of their Children; and whoever is indifferent 
as to the one, will certainly be regardleſs of 
the other. The Inſtinct of Nature prompts 
Parents to do Good to their Children; but 
Religion exalts that Inſtinct, gives more noble 
Tendencies, higher Aims, and a diviner Byaſs, 
whereby thoſe i in whom it is thus elevated, 
are moved to do more excellent Things, than 
bare and unaſſiſted Nature could ſuggeſt or en- 
able them to do; for hence it comes to pals, 
that all /incerely religious Parents, being them- 
ſelves made Partakers of the Divine Nature, 
are ſtrongly inclined to propagate it to their 
Children, and uſe all poſſible Endeavours to 
compaſs ſo valuable an End, And indeed, all 
whole Souls the divine Life animates and in- 
fluences, are exceeding zealous to reproduce 
and diffuſe it every where; but more eſpe- 
cially in thoſe, to whom they have any Rela- 
tion, whereby they are inveſted with Power 
and Authority over them ; ſuch as is that of a 
Parent, a Paſtor, a Maſter or Teacher, a Tutar 
or Governour. They travail in Birth, as the 
great Apoſtle did heretofore, until Chriſt be 
formed in them. They wreſtle and ſtrive by 
their Prayers, and Tears, and Engeavours ; 
by admoniſhing and exhorting; by teaching 
and inſtructing; and by all the prous Arts that 
a fervent Charity can ſuggeſt; to the End 
that all under their Care may become the liv- 
ing Images of Jeſus Chriſt, Their Love to 
D 2 God, 
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God, that pure and heavenly Flame that burns 
in their Hearts, d:ſopofes them to excite and 
engage as many as poſſibly they can to Join 
with them in the Adoration, Love and Praiſes 
of his amiable Perfeckions; and their Charity 
to Man inclines them not only to dere, but to 
endeauour, ſo far as their Influence can reach, 

that their Fellho Creatures, and particularly 
thoſe dear Parts of themſelves, their Children, 

ſhould partake with them in the Pleaſures and 
Advantages of thoſe infinitely agreeable and 
delightful Employments. They are eager on 
the one Hand, that the ever bleſſed Object of 
their Love ſhould be magnified and celebrated 
by all; and on the other, that all ſhould be 
happy in the Fruition of him. Theſe are the 
generous Inciinations, theſe the noble In- 
ſtints and charitable Projects with which true 
Religion 1nſpires the Souls of Men, 


§. XVII. From all this, I think, it is abun- 
dantly evident, that wherever ſincere and vi- 
tal Piety is, ſerious Endeavours of a prong 
Education will be the natural Conſequence of 
It; and therefore for any One to pretend that 
he is concerned for his own Soul, and yet to 
neglect thoſe of his Children, is meer Illuſſon 
and Hypocriſy: For the Spirit of true Reli- 
gion, as we have ſeen, is diffuſive, and loves 
to ſpread i it ſelf; it is a Spirit of univerſal Cha- 
rity and Gcod Will, and therefore they that 
are afted by it, as they wiſh the Happineſs i 

4 
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all, ſo they labour with all their Might to fo 
them in the right Way that leads to it; and 
more eſpecially they will do ſo, with Reſpect 
to thoſe whom the divine Providence has put 
under their immediate Direction and Conduct. 
and for whom they are accountable to God, 
the Fudge of all, and the Father of Spirits, 
who hath committed them to their Care, as 
ſo many Talents, which he expects they ſhould 
improve for his Service, and to his Honour 
and Glory. 


$. XVIII. But beſides, I do not underſtand 
how Religion, and conſequently the Hope of 
Salvation, can poſſibly conſiſt with either the 
tetal Neglect, or even ſuperficial Performance 
of ſo important a Duty as this is; with giſ- 
obeying a Command fo frequently and fo fo- 
lemnly urged upon us, as is that which enjoins 
the Care of a pious Education; with the Vio- 
lation of thoſe mighty Obligations which Na- 
ture, Reaſon, and Religion, do unanimou 
and jointly lay upon us. To be ſure our Piety 
muſt be at a % Ebb, muſt be lame and im- 
perfect, and even defective in its Vitali, when 
we are regardleſs of any notable Branch of it; 
ſuch as, without doubt, this that we are treat- 
ing of is: For the relative Duties make a ve 
conſiderable Part of Religion; and of all thoſe, 
none is more important, or more ſeriouſly and 
more Frequently inculcated, than that of Pa- 
rents to their Children. With what Earngft- 
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= . neſs and Concern does Moſes beſpeak the / 
1 raelites on this Head! How paſſionately does 
he recommend to them, to acquaint their 
Children with the /acred Oracles that he deli- 
vered to them in the Name of God, and to do 
it, not in a 7rifing and ſuperficial Manner, 
but with the greateſt Care and Diligence, and 
moſt indefatigable Endeavours! And theſe 
W, od faith he (a) which I command thee this 
Day, ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt 
= them diligently unto thy Children, and 
alt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 
Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the Way, and 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. 
And this Injuction he repeats, and preſſes on 
them again and again (5); thereby intimating, 
that this Affair is of the greateſt Moment and 
Importance; that their own and their Chil- 
drens Proſperity and Welfare depended on it, 
as it there follows (c): And that it is the moſt 
effectual Way for propagating and conveying 
Religion from Generation to Generation ; in 
fi which View the Royal Pſalmiſt owns the 
| Perpetuity of its Obligation, as appears from 
[| theſe remarkable Words (4) of his. The Lord 
hath eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a Law in Iſrael, which be commanded 
our Fore-Fathers flat they ſhould make them 

known 
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(a) Deut. vi. 6, 7. (b) Chap. iv. 10, 11, 19, (c) Ver. 21 
(d) Pſalm Ixxviii. 4, 5, 6. 
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known unto their Children. That the Genera- 
tion to come might know them, even the Childrex 
that ſhould be born who ſhould ariſe and declare 

to their Children the Praiſes of the Lord, and 
bis Strength, and his wonderful Works that he 
hath done. That divine Wiſdom wherewith So- 
lomon was inſpired, prompted him to deliver 
many excellent Maxims concerning -this great 
Affair, whereof his Book of Proverbs will pre- 
ſent all that ſeriouſly peruſe it with great Va- 
riety. Thus we ſee that under the Oeconomy 
of Meſes, the Concern of a pious Education 
was ſecured, as far as expreſs, ſolemn and re- 
peated Declarations of the Divine Will for that 
End could go. And we may be confident, 
that theſe Precepts are not antiquated under 
the Goſpel: On the contrary, they are there- 
in ratified and confirmed, and enforced by new 
and more powerful Mot ives than ever: For if 13 
the 1/-azlites were obliged to teach their Chil- 8 
dren the Law of Moes, and to inform them 
of the great and wonderful Things God had 
done for their Fathers in Egypt, in the Vi. 
derneſs, at the Red Sea, and after their Seftle- 
ment in the Land of tdi; - how much more 
are Chri/tian Parents obliged to zn/trudt theirs 
in the nobler Inſtitution; to open to them the 
venerable and endearing Myſteries of our Re- 
demption; to acquaint them with the Lie and 
Doctrine, with the Sufferings and Death, 
with the Grace and Merits, with the Love 
and 
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and Condeſcention, the all-ſufficient Sacrifice 
and prevailing Interceſſion, the Wreſtlings and 
Conflicts, the victorious Triumphs and glorious 
Exaltation of the Lord Jeſus; and to ſet be- 
fore them the ſurpaſſing Diſcoveries of the 
Love of God, not to a particular People or 
Nation, but to the whole World, to all the 
Race of Adam without Exception, in giving 
them his only Son, and his holy Spirit; and 
promiſing, upon their complying with the 
guſt, and equitable, and gracious Terms that 
he propoſes, to give them him/e/f, to entertain 
them with his own ineffable Joys, in a State 
of neyer-ending Bliſs and Glory. O how 
lovely! how infinitely gratifying and agreeable 
are theſe Objects! Theſe admirable Contri- 
vances, theſe ſtrange and aſtoniſhing Effects 
of incomprehenſible Love and. Bounty! How 
vaſtly do theſe raviſbing Diſcoveries of the di- 
vine Goodneſs, Power and Wiſdom, to / 
and undone Mankind, tranſcend and out-do 
all the Inſtances of Care and Kindneſs, tho' 
great and ſignal manifeſted heretofore to the 
Iſraelites! And therefore how much more 
ought the Memory of them to be continued 
from Age to Age, and convey'd from the Fa- 
thers to the Children! To do this, I ſuppoſe, 
is what the great Apoſtle intends when he en- 
Joins (a) Parents to bring up their Children in 

the 
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the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord: that 
is, in Effect, to put them in Mind of the great 
Things their dear Redeemer hath done, and 
ſuffered, and merited for them; to inform 


them of his excellent Doctrines, and of the 


Example he has given them during his Abode 
on Earth; and to nouriſh them in the Love 
and Imitation of him, and in Obedience and 
Subjection to his ſeeeet and eaſy Yoke. O how 
proper are theſe endearing Things, when ſe- 
riouſly and diligently inculcated, to ſeaſo7: 
young Hearts! to beget and excite true De- 
votion in them! and to engage them betimes 
in the Practices of a holy Life! 


§. XIX. And now when all this is duly 
conſider d, with what Face can People pre- 
tend to be religious? How can they imagine, 
that their Safvation is ſecure, if they either 
ſupinely omit, or but ſightly perform a Duty 
of ſo great Conſequence, and fo exprefly and 
peremptorily enjoin'd? You may depend upon 
it, that how unblamable ſoever you may be 
as to your own Perſons, whatever Exactneſs 
you may obſerve in other Parts of Religion; 
yet if by your Negligence, or bad Examples, 
or ill Condud, the Souls of your Children 
ſhall periſh, God will ſeverely reckon with 
you one Day, and may juſtly require heir 
Blood at your Hands; a Confideration that 
ſhould make thoſe tremble, who, though 
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they are /en/ible of the perverſe Tempers, vi- 
cious Inclinations, and finful Practices of their 
Children; yet uſe few or no Endeavours to 
correct and redreſs them; but rather, out of 
cruel Fondneſs, indulge them in all their Ap- 
petites, pleaſe and gratify their Humours and 
Fancies, and ſuffer them, without Check, 

to go on in their impious Courſes, till at laſt 


they grow old in Wickedneſs. 
d. XX. I hope, by this Time, all who have 


conſider'd with ſome Attention what I have 
hitherto repreſented, will be convinced, that 
the Care of a pious Education hath a happy 
Influence upon our deareſt and moſt valuable 
Concerns: For you fee that the Welfare of 
Church and State, your own and Childrens 
Happineſs, have viſibly a Dependance on it: 
And is it poſſible that any, after having made 
ſome ſerious Reflections on all theſe Particu- 
lars, ſhould be remiſs and careleſs in this Mat- 
ter? Who is it, unleſs ſtrangely infatuated, 
that can reſiſt the perſuaſive Force of being 
inſtrumental to advance ſo many, and ſuch 
weighty Intereſts all at once? What Conſide- 
rations can poſſibly prevail with People, to 
engage them in diſcharging conſcientiouſly 
this great Duty, if theſe here infiſted on prove 
l It is juſtly hoped, that all who 
have any Senſe of God and Religion; all that 
are not reloly'd to run the Riſque of eternal 


Miſery, 
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Miſery, by contributing, through their Neg- 
ligence, to undo and deſtroy others, will lay 
theſe Things to Heart, and ſpeedily and pe- 
remptorily reſolve to look after the Souls of 
their Children, and to educate them accord- 
ing to the Preſcripts of the Goſpel. N 
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